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that had been issued to the Russian plenipotentiaries
at Algeclras with regard to the crucial question of the
police. The object of that circular was to put an end
to the rumours, started in Berlin, to the effect that Russia
refused to support France in that controversy and was
ranging herself under the German Sag. M. Xelidoff,
alarmed by those rumours, considered it necessary
to calm French public opinion* and uith that end in
view, communicated the contents of the dispatch to
the French journalist? M. Tardieu, who published a
resume in Lc Temps. This provoked a violent outburst
of anger on the part cf the German Emperor, who not
only was disappointed because of the assistance given
to France by Ru^ia in the premises, but felt that a
personal injury had been done him by the publicity
with which it had been accompanied. He did not
hesitate tu criticize Nicholas IL in public, and in most
uncomplimentary terms, for the Czar's black ingrati-
tude to Germany, and, at the same time, the German
Press, reverting to the well-worn subject of the benefits
heaped upon Russia by Germany during the war with
Japan and Russia's ingratitude therefor, commenced
a violent campaign against Russian diplomacy, pursuant,
no doubt, to Government order. Finally, the German
banks were directed, under pretence of reprisals, to
abstain from all participation in the Russian Loan which
was being negotiated in Paris and a slice of which had
been reserved for them*
It was not until later, when, in my capacity as Minister
of Foreign Affairs, I gained full knowledge of the Kaiser's
efforts to draw Emperor Nicholas into an alliance with
Germany, that I was in a position to comprehend com-
pletely the underlying causes of the German Emperor's
disappointment and chagrin. His temporary success